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Colorado Harmful Algal Bloom Workgroup

● Created to help Colorado water providers with a consistent approach to 

EPA’s 2015 cyanotoxin drinking water 10-day health advisories

● Included utilities, industry, organizations, universities, experts

● Resources to help large and small water providers

○ Guidance, trainings, troubleshooting, lab support, data sharing



Drinking water monitoring and response guidance 

5 Steps

1. Do you have a bloom?

2. Is it cyanobacteria?

3. Do you have toxins in 

your raw water?

4. Do you have toxins in 

your finished water?

5. Are lab results above 

the health advisory?



Toolkit for recreational water managers

● Collaboration: CO Parks and Wildlife, Toxicology, Water Quality



Coordinated response and assistance 

● ToxCall hotline receives algal bloom call

○ Poison control, dead dog report, taste and odor complaint, 

media, EPA inquiry

● Assess and notify drinking water program, clean water program, 

toxicology, Parks and Wildlife designated contacts

● Coordinate and follow up with caller and assist waterbody manager

○ Guidance on next steps

○ Assess waterbody

○ Provide test strips and training

○ Help with response plans

● Coordinate with state lab for testing

○ EPA may help with quick turnaround



Collaborate on website information and resources

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/toxic-algae



Map of recent conditions



Coordination importance and challenges 

● Increased public awareness and expectations

○ Calls about golf course, stormwater, private ponds, ditches

● Limited resources and not regulated

● Terminology consistency: harmful algae blooms, HCBs, cyanoHABs, 

cyanobacteria, blue-green algae, toxic algae

● Can be confusing to explain: Not all blooms produce toxins, toxins 

can be present without a visible bloom

● Need for coordinated education: “when in doubt, stay out!”, pet 

owners, how people can help reduce nutrients

● Encourage caution not panic

● Keeping momentum in off-season
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Thank you!

http://cdphe.colorado.gov/toxic-algae
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